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The official newsletter of the Fleetwood Travelcade Club

The newsletter for those, always on the go!

FIESTA TIME IN SAN 
ANTONIO, TX

FLEETWOOD TRAVELCADE 
CLUB FALL RENDEZVOUS

October 5-12, 2008
Ivan & Nell Alspaw

 – Rendezvous Directors
Come one, Come all. See 
you there.
It is not too late to decide 
to come, whether or not 
your have pre-registered. 
Remember anyone with 
a Fleetwood product is 
welcome. You do not have 
to be a member of the club 
to come and see what fun 
you are missing.

NATCHEZ TRACE & BEYOND
April 9-19, 2009

Bill & Shirley McNaney – Travelcade Leaders
The Natchez Trace & Beyond 
Travelcade will begin in Natchez, 
MS and proceed to Nashville, TN. 
Easter Sunday Sunrise Services will 
be celebrated on the banks of the 
Mississippi River. We will tour several 
antebellum homes and will dine in 
some of them. Our itinerary will take 
us to the French Camp Academy, 
Kosciusko, MS, (childhood home 
of Oprah Winfrey) and Tupelo, MS, 
the birthplace of Elvis Presley. From 
there we visit Tuscumbia, AL home 
of Helen Keller (The Miracle Worker). 
Then we will visit THE WALL. This wall 
was hand built with thousands of 
stones from all over the world and 

beyond. Then on into Nashville, TN 
where we will tour the city, visit the 
Parthenon, the Hermitage (home 
of President Andrew Jackson), the 
Ryman Auditorium and, of course, no 
trip to Nashville is complete without 
tickets to the Grand Ole Opry.
The Natchez Trace Parkway is a 
beautiful drive at this time of year. We 
will see dogwoods and redbud trees 
in bloom. We will see wild turkey, 
maybe deer and other wildlife and 
wild flowers along the way. Since 
this is a NPS highway, there are no 
advertising signs and no commercial 
truck traffic. The route follows almost 
exactly the original Trace. There are 

many historical markers and places 
to see with most of them having 
good pull out sites. The Trace was 
originally a route used by ancient 
Native Americans between Natchez 
and Nashville.
For those interested, there will 
be a supplement (optional) to this 
travelcade. After leaving Nashville, 
for those who are planning to travel 
to the Rendezvous in Urbanna, VA, 
we will caravan to Urbanna through 
Charlottesville, VA where we will tour 
Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello. There 
will not be a registration fee or kitty 
fee for this supplement, although we 
can secure reduced rates for RV Parks 

Continued on Page 3

The Fleetwood Travelcade Club Winter 
2009 Rendezvous is official. Our 
contract with Bethpage Camp Resort 
is signed.
Virginia, centrally located on the east 
coast, is a state with many Revolution 
and Civil War Battlegrounds. It is a 
history buff’s wonderland. Songs 
and magazine articles have and are 
written about the breathtaking beauty 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains and the 
Shenandoah Valley.
The National Association Parks and 
Campgrounds awarded Bethpage 
Camp Resort the National Park Award 
for the year 2005/2006 and Woodall’s 
Campground Directory gives Bethpage 
a Five Star rating.
The Resort offers many amenities: 

waterfront, open-end shielded pull 
thrus, paved sites, 50 amp service, 
wireless Internet service, cable TV, 
splash pool, fresh and saltwater 
swimming with sandy beaches, clean 
modern laundry and comfort stations, 
camp tours, hayrides, golf carts and 
bike rentals fresh and saltwater fishing, 
and LP gas.
Bethpage is located on the 
Rappahannock River, which empties 
into Chesapeake Bay, 55 miles from 
Richmond, 60 miles from Norfolk, 
40 miles from Williamsburg, 125 
miles from Washington DC, and 165 
miles from Baltimore. Chesapeake 
Bay is an area of adventure, history 
and excitement. Travelcades can visit 
Yorktown, Jamestown and Busch 

2009 SPRING/WINTER RENDEZVOUS AND ANNUAL MEETING
April 29-May 4, 2009

Pete & Alice Pizzano - Rendezvous Directors

Continued on Page 6

See page 11 for Pre-Registration Form
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Weather Satellite Tracking
One phase of Amateur Radio that is often 
overlooked is weather satellite tracking 
and reception. Some of the equipment 
required for Satellite tracking is easily 
assembled in your shack, certainly antenna 
building falls within this range. A 2 Meter 
transceiver capable of 50 to 100 watts, 

which most members now have, is all 
that is required. The one item that is a 
little pricey is the AZ-EL rotors and the 
controllers; however these can be located 
at a local ham fest or on e-bay. A Required 
Satellite Tracking interface is available in 
kit form. The good news is most of the 
required software is free and available 
from various sites as a download. ARRL 
“The Radio Amateurs Satellite Handbook” 
on this subject. For additional satellite 
information go to http://www.arrl.org/
Fandes/tbp/ariss-kits/ 
The question of amateur license renewal 
has come up a few times, there a few 
basic items to cover here. First make sure 
that the FCC has your correct address. 
Remember one of those questions on your 

exam; make sure that the FCC knows 
where you are. Members of the ARRL 
are notified when it is time to renew 
there license. It is possible that you 

will receive notices from other Amateur 
radio sites as well; some require money 
for their service. All forms necessary to 
change address or renew are available 
on line. http://www.arrl.org then Click on 
licensing tab, click FCC licensing, then click 

License renewal tab. 
Bring your lap top to the Radio Club 
Meeting if you want echo link installed. 
The radio Club will demonstrate Echolink, 
and help you set up your computer for 
the Echolink program. Connect to the 
Colorado Reflector Node 44441; place this 
in your alarms folder for quick sign on. 
The Travelcade net is Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 1900 hours Pacific DST, 2000 
Hours Mountain DST, 2100 Hours Central 
DST and 2200 Hours Eastern Time. Enjoy 
talking to your fellow Travelcade friends. 
Occasionally we have a visitor drop in. 
We have had hams from Brazil, Arabia, 
Canada, Japan and New Zealand to name 
a few. All this requires only a computer, 
inexpensive Microphone, a Ham License, 
down load a free program from www.
Echolink.org. If you need any help getting 
started please call or e-mail me I will be 
delighted to assist you in getting up and 
running. While traveling I have enjoyed 
using this program with a WIFI connection, 
with excellent results.

Until next issue 73’s, Jack K6IZZ

R A D I O  C LU B 
S p e c i a l  I n t e re s t  G ro u p

J a c k  E r n e s t
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2008 FALL RENDEZVOUS
D a i l y  S c h e d u l e  ( D r a f t )

Friday, 3 October 
Move in & Setup 
3:30 4:30 PM  Early Registration
Saturday, 4 October
10:00 AM Texas Unit Business Meeting
2:00-3:30 PM Registration
1:30-2:30 PM Pre-Board Meeting (location
 to be announced later)
Sunday, 5 October
3:00 PM Welcome Ice Cream Social
7:00 PM Vesper Service
8:00 PM Entertainment/Prizes
Monday, 6 October
7:00-8:30 AM Coffee Call
9:00-10:30 AM Council of Presidents Meeting
11:00-12:00 AM First Timers Orientation
12:00-1:00 PM First Timers Luncheon
1:00-2:00 PM Bull & TFW Sessions
2:00-3:00 PM Unit Chair-Person Membership  
 Meeting
3:00-4:00 PM Travelcade Leaders Meeting
7:00-8:30 PM Flag Ceremony followed by
  Welcoming/Travelcade
 Promotions/ Prizes
Tuesday, 7 October
7:00-8:30 AM Coffee Call 
8:00 AM Golf Tournament
8:30AM Tour Ft. Sam Houston Army
 Base & possible
 Brook Army Medical Center
7:00-8:30 PM Entertainment, and then Prizes
Wednesday, 8 October
7:00-8:30 AM Coffee Call
8:45-4:45 PM Tour Points of Interest in
 San Antonio
5:00-6:00PM Social Hour, Poolside,
 including food. 
 Open Bar Available
 (Sponsored by the Texas Unit)
7:00 PM Entertainment and then Prizes

Thursday, 9 October
7:00-8:30 AM Coffee Call
9:00-10:30 AM Board of Governors Meeting
10:30-11:30 AM Seminar Ed Hinds
 (RV Maintenance)
11:30 AM Ladies Luncheon
11:30 AM Men’s Luncheon
1:30-3:00 PM Unit Secretaries Meeting
3:00-4:00 PM Joker Tournament
4:00-5:00 Seminar Diane Ernest
6:00 PM International Officers Dinner
Friday, 10 October
7:00-8:30 AM Coffee Call
7:30-9:00 AM Computer Club
9:00-10:00 AM Security Club
10:00-12:00 AM Ham Radio
12:00 Noon 20+ Luncheon
1:00-2:00 PM Seminar
 Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co,
 Dunlop, Kelly Tires
2:00-3:00 PM Ice Cream Social (sponsored
 by Farm & City Insurance)
3:00-4:00 PM Card Bingo
4:00-5:00PM Flea Market
6:00-7:00 PM Dinner in Club House
7:00 PM Rendezvous 
 Promotions/ Prizes
Saturday, 11 October 
8:00-9:30 AM Breakfast in Club House
8:30 AM Bicycle Tour
10:00-11:00 AM Seminar Mor/Ryde Intl., Inc.
1:00-2:00 PM Motor Home Special 
 Interest Group
2:00-3:00 PM Silver Classic Special 
 Interest Group Meeting
3:00-4:00 PM Full Timers
6:00-7:00 PM Catered Dinner 
7:00 PM Entertainment, 
 Keith Longbotham
Sunday 12, October
8:30 AM Gospel Service, 
 Keith Longbotham


